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 “ Chuck’s Comments”  
 

All we are missing to make it seem that spring 
has arrived is some rain.  We have warm 
temperatures, sunshine, green grass and now 
dandelions.  Another sure sign of spring is our farm 
ground is worked up and the oats are sown.  Some of 
the ground was very tough when plowed and very 
rough looking this spring but it all worked down very 
nicely.  Thanks to Randy Rahn for the use of his 
tractor and field cultivator. 
 Your board of directors met Monday night, 
April 4 at the show grounds, along with about a 
million small black insects.  We have about $800 on 
hand with all bills paid including the first half of our 
rent.  We do have $3,000 borrowed with our mower 
as security to help pay our bills until the show.  
Donations are always welcome to help us pay this 
down. 
 Dave Carton reported very strong interest 
from area businesses in supporting our fall show 
through advertising on our show flier and on 
placemats to be used in our dining hall.  Several 
thousand dollars has been pledged by means of cash 
or supplies.  We plan on having all advertising settled 
and show fliers printed in time for our swap meet. 
 Calls are being made to get horses lined up for 
the fall show.  Fliecks will be back on Saturday with a 
team of horses to pull the wagon for our hand picking 
demonstration.  We have contacted a second owner to 
get a team to do a plowing demonstration. 
 The bad news is that we will not have home 
made ice cream as announced last month.  The vendor 
that contacted us had an offer for a larger event and is 
going there. 
 Plans for the swap meet are all in place with a 
work day scheduled for May 2 starting at 1:00 pm and 
finishing at 5:00.  Help is needed cleaning the 
kitchen, dining area and rest rooms.  Skip may need 
some help mowing or trimming and we will try to 
rope out areas for the vendors. 
 A new event for this year is in the planning 
stages.  Farm &  Fleet of Geneseo has asked us to put 
on a one day tractor show in their parking lot on 
Sunday, July 17.  It is a good visible location to show 
off our equipment and would be a good opportunity to 
promote our club and the fall show. 
 I hope to see a lot of you at Bos Farm Repair 
on Sunday, April 17 for the tractor pulling tech 
meeting being hosted by Kevin Bos. 
 
Chuck Bos, President, AE&TA, Inc. 
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The 10TH annual swap meet will be May 6 and 7 at 
the club grounds on the north edge of Atkinson, 

Ill inois. Vendor registration fee is $10 which 
includes free coffee or pop for the 2 day event. 
General admission is free, but visitors will get a 
show button and free coffee or pop for a donation 
of $5.  The kitchen will be open to serve breakfast 
and lunch.  Weather permitting, there will be a 
corn planting demonstration using check wire on 
Sat the 7th.  See the enclosed flyer for more info 
on the swap meet. Note:  club members are asked 
to donate a pie for the event.  Please deliver to 
the kitchen.  

 
 Some “ serious negotiations”  take place at the Swap Meet!  
 
 
MARCH TECH MEETI NG 
 
A tech. meeting held in Rapids City on March 12 
started out with a good breakfast enjoyed by the 21 
members and guests.  Dave Carton gave a short report 
on the garden tractor feature for our fall show.  John 
Berry of  Phoenix Restoration located in Davenport, 
IA then did a presentation of the work he does in 
restoring and reproducing gauges, speedometers, serial  
number plates, instrument panels and other printed 
items.  Samples of his work on display included 
license plates, serial number plates, battery charger 
decals, etc.  John’s background is in sign painting, and 
I know from another un-named source that John is 
well known around the country for his pin striping 
skills.  Most of us were surprised that so much of this 
old stuff could be made to look like new again.  Thank 
you to John for his presentation.  John can be reached 
at 563-326-5144 



FALL SHOW 
 

 
            A few of the exhibits at the 2004 Fall Show 
 
The 44th annual Antique Engine and Tractor Assoc. 
show will be held on September 16-18, 2005 at the 
club show grounds located on the north edge of 
Atkinson, I ll inois.  The 33 acre site is easily accessed 
from Interstate 80, and includes permanent buildings, 
restrooms, a sawmill, tractor pulling, threshing, corn 
shelling, f ield harvesting of corn, soybeans and silage, 
plowing, 400 gas engines and tractors, craft show and 
swap meet.  Garden tractors will be featured this year.  
This includes all brands of lawn and garden tractors 
including customized, attachments, 2 wheel walk 
behind tractors, and tractors used for vegetable 
farming.  A camping area is available (no hookups), 
and several motels are within 10 miles.  Only 30 
minutes to the Quad Cities and the John Deere 
Pavilion, Collectors Center, and the worldwide 
headquarters.  Activities are available for the entire 
family.  This is one of the oldest  working farm shows 
in the country. 
 
 

EXPERIENCES OF A COLLECTOR 
BY 

RAY BROWN 
 
I have been an I-H collector for 10 years.  My f irst 
find was a 1941 Farmall B tractor.  This was like the 
one my father farmed with after horses.  After 
restoring this, I acquired a Cub Cadet.  This also was 
similar to the one my father would mow with and use 
in his nursery business.  Not knowing a lot about Cub 
Cadet, I found out that the one I purchased was one of 
the first models called “ Original” .  These were made 
in 1961- 1962 with no model numbers.   After that 
they used model numbers like 70, 100, 102, and 122.  
Later I found out my father had a 122.  I tracked it 
down a few years ago, but the current owner would 
not part with it.  He is still using it.  That would be a 
1964 model.  Hard to kill the old Cub Cadets.   
 

I can’ t remember how many Cubs I’ve had, but up 
till last year I had 15 restored or running.  Over 
the years I have sold or traded many others.  I 
have restored 15 or more in this time.  
 
Last year I decided to trim the herd.  Nothing 
makes you feel any better than when a father 
purchases one for his son and see him drive off on 
his own tractor.  I sold 3 units to a collector in S. 
Dakota.  He has an I-H Museum that was going to 
be the new home for these tractors.  They were 
models 60, 282, and Spirit of ’76.  My collection 
is now down to f ive tractors which include a Cub 
Original, 129, 149, 85 and Farmall B.  I also have 
a new addition of a miniature Farmall B which I 
assembled from Cub Cadet parts.  I also collect 
old I-H tools and other unusual pieces. 
 
I have been married to my wife, Pat, for 45 years 
this April.  We have 3 children and 7 grand 
children.  As a member of  the AE&TA club for a 
few years, I really enjoy the Fall Show.  I attend a 
few other shows but this one is on the top of the 
list.  I am looking forward to the 2005 show as it 
is featuring lawn and garden tractors! 
 

       
 
Ray Brown’s miniature Farmall B built from Cub Cadet parts. 
 
 
 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 
Annual membership in this club only costs $20.  
This entitles you to 10 newsletters, free classified 
ads, 2 free passes to the Fall Show ($10 value), 
and the opportunity to learn something new about 
something old at the tech meetings held 
throughout the year.  Share your hobby with 140 
members who have similar interests.  Dues can be 
paid at the Swap Meet or by calling Roger Mixer, 
309-792-2416. 
 



  MEET BOARD MEMBER ED MAYHEW 
 
 

               
 
  Ed Mayhew with his 75th Anniversary model Simplicity 
 
Most of the older members know me and many have 
been out to my place for the first Sunday afternoon 
tech meetings that John Swanson started. I had a nice 
new shed and plenty of room to hold those f irst tech 
meetings. Though we soon out grew my shed and had 
to start looking for other places to hold these 
informational meetings.  
 
I got my start collecting stationery engines when a 
good friend of mine, Tim Benfield, started collecting 
and restoring the engines. Tim met Don King, who 
was a friend of his dad’s and do I need to say any 
more about where Tim got his start? My f irst year as a 
member was the year of the water project and 
building the new bathrooms in 1988. I  have supported 
and been involved in many additional club projects 
and improvements over the years. I was on the board 
the year we built the sawmill building and got the 
windmill up and going. This is my fourth time on the 
board of directors. 
 
What I collect: It started with stationery engines. I  
have six stationery engines. I soon ran out of room at 
the old house for engines so I switched to something 
smaller - Cream Separators and dairy items. They fit 
in the basement nicely until it f inally got full. I  have a 
small selection of separators and I’m a charter 
member of the North American Dairy Foundation. 
The North American Dairy Foundation is a 
worldwide organization and their National 
Convention this year is in Viroqua, Wis. July 14, 15 
&  16 if any one is interested. After I got my new 
shed, I started to collect old Simplicity Lawn mowers. 
I have four old Simplicity Mowers, one new 
Simplicity that I mow with and then I have my fancy 
one. One of my old Simplicity tractors is the one I 
used when I was a kid and had my own lawn mowing 
business in Aledo. Many of you have probably seen 
me running around the grounds on my blue Simplicity 
75th Anniversary model - factory built with chrome 

wheels and all! I have also started to collect old 
hand farm tools, which I fix up and display on the 
walls of my shed. I saved the best collection for 
last - I also collect, or should I say have, over 800 
baseball caps hanging in the basement rafters.  
 
Hope to see you all at the Swap Meet in May & 
the Show in September. I will be in the kitchen or 
out with my Mowers and if any of you want to 
work in the kitchen just give me a call. 
 
Editor’s note:  Ed has capably served the club in many 
capacities during the past several years.  He is 
currently coordinating the kitchen activities for the 
Swap Meet and the Fall Show. 
 
 
APRIL TECH MEETING 
 
Kevin Bos will host a tech meeting on tractor 
pulling on Sunday, April 17 beginning at 2:00 pm.  
The meeting will be at his shop north of Geneseo. 
Go north of Geneseo on Highway 82 to 92, and go 
east on 92.  Turn south at 1800 St. (You will see 
his shop sign on the corner.)  Kevin has worked 
with pulling tractors for years and will share some 
insights on this hobby.  This will also be an 
opportunity to see his new shop.  Lemonade, 
coffee and cookies will be provided. 
 
 
SPONSORS NEEDED 
 
We have a number of sponsors for our fall show 
already signed up, but will welcome a few more.  
Sponsors will be recognized on the place mats, 
show flyer, sponsor boards and banners 
depending on the level of sponsorship.  If you are 
interested in getting wide publicity for your 
business as well as helping the club with this 
show, call Dave Carton for details.  309-441-
5915. 
 
 
SHIRTS AND CAPS AVAILABLE: 
 
Denim shirts are available to order for $29 each.  
They have the club logo on the right side and your 
first name on the left, and can be ordered in long 
sleeve or short sleeve.  They are available in 
either large, extra large, or 2X sizes.  Send orders 
to Roger Mixer, 309-792-2416.  You can also 
order new caps from Roger for $15 each.  Both 
the caps and the shirts are very good quality 
products 
 
 
THANKS:  Thanks to Dwight Emstrom for allowing us 
to see his extensive collection of Ford tractors at his shop 
in Galesburg on April 2.  


