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 “ Chuck’s Comments”  
 

I normally like to leave on summer vacation 
before it gets too hot and dry in our area.  We would 
have had to leave in May this year to have missed the 
hot weather.  The corn crop has sure changed from 
how it looked after the record freeze.  The rows are 
closed in a lot of fields and the color is good.  Some 
crops on lighter ground are beginning to show signs 
of the hot dry weather but most look very good.  
 Hillsdale held its celebration on June 11 this 
year and included tractors for the second time.  38 
farm tractors and 38 garden tractors were displayed 
along with antique and classic cars.  I am sure the 
heat and threatening skies kept the numbers down, but 
a good time was had by all participants. 
 Your board of directors met at the show 
grounds on June 6 to work out further details 
regarding our fall show.  We have a total of 57 
sponsors helping finance the show this fall with 
approximately $5,500 received as cash and $3,000 by 
way of services and goods.  This will be a big help in 
paying expenses related to the show and will allow us 
to better advertise the show.  We certainly thank Dave 
Carton for all the “arm twisting”  and the ideas for 
pulling this off. 
 Our show this fall will be promoted in a 
couple of new ways in addition to the nicely done 
flier.  We will be renting the sign at the corner of 
State and Main streets in Geneseo for two weeks prior 
to the show and we will have a special insert for the 
Dispatch with articles and pictures featuring our 
show.  Contact any board member for copies of the 
show flier and hand those out as you get around to 
other events this summer. 
 Portable bleachers have been found in 
Annawan, IL.  We will need to provide transportation 
to get them to the show grounds and return them, but 
they are available at no charge to the club.  Contact 
Don Buysse if you can help with moving them.  We 
are still looking for an announcer for the tractor pulls 
to be held on Saturday afternoon.  Please contact any 
board member if you would like to announce or if you 
know of someone who would do this. 
 We will be looking for volunteers to man our 
entrance gate this year.  We will need 2 people who 
can collect the $5.00 entrance fee for visitors, collect 
the $5.00 exhibitor fee, admit members and give 
directions to exhibitors and visitors.  The gate will 
need to be staffed from 7:00 am until 3:00 pm Friday 
through Sunday. 
 Don’t forget our activities for July including 
the tractor show at Farm & Fleet on the 17th and the 
family outing at Randy Stees on the 25th.  Have a 
good time this summer as we preserve and display 
agricultural equipment.  
 
Chuck Bos, President, AE&TA, Inc. 

 Pi cni c At  Nei l  West  Far m 
 
The family picnic hosted by Neil and Alice West 
at their Bettendorf farm was a big hit.  Those who 
couldn’ t attend on June 2 were treated to a repeat 
on June 5th.  The 150 guests enjoyed the barn tour, 
corn shelling, tractor games, meal, bonfire, and 
fellowship.  Kids (of all ages!) learned how to get 
a 12’  tractor and mounted mower through an 8’  
gate, then sharpened their steering skills by 
driving an Allis model B with mounted cultivator 
through an obstacle course. It was interesting to 
see Neil’ s extensive collection of tractors and 
implements.  Many thanks to Neil and Alice for 
hosting this fun event. 

 
Board member Neil West with a GP wide tread in front of 
the barn he restored on his Bettendorf farm. 
 
 
 

 
Serious concentration as an aspiring collector cultivates 
“ pop bottles”  with Neil West’s Allis Chalmers model B. 
 
 
 



GENESEO SHOW &  PARADE 
 
The Geneseo Annual Father’s Day Tractor Show was 
a great success again.  We had 85 tractors of all sizes 
and colors, 1 Army Jeep, and numerous pieces of 
farm equipment.  The display was in the park on Sat. 
and Sunday, and the parade through Geneseo was 
Sunday afternoon. The weather was perfect and there 
was a good crowd for both the show and the parade.   
 
A special thank you to Goodrich Equipment for 
donating the use of a Gator, and to Dave Carton for 
all his work in helping set up and manage the display.  
Thank you to each and everyone who participates or 
helps in any way.  It is greatly appreciated.  Hopefully 
we will see all of you again next year. 
Larry Goodwin. 

 
Larry Goodwin’s entry at the Geneseo Parade manned by his 
daughter Connie Keeney and granddaughters Alyssa and Katy. 
 
 
 
 

CUB CADET COLLECTOR 
By 

TOM PETERS 
 
 
 Though born a city boy, my folks moved to 
the farm in 1942 when I was six years old.  My first 
experience with tractors and International Harvester 
products began 55 years ago in 1950 when my father 
purchased a Farmall M.  Through the years, more IH 
equipment arrived. 
 
 Ten years later (1960) I rented my 
Grandmother’s farm, and used IH equipment in the 
operations.  In 1969, I bought my first Cub Cadet….a 
new 147 with mower deck and #2 cart.  When I left 
farming in 1972, the auction bill listed mostly IH 
equipment.  Eventually I resettled in Orion, where I 
live with my wife Betty. 
 

 My passion for International Harvester 
tractors has never diminished.  After retiring from 
other adventures, I was determined to purchase a 
Cub Cadet Original, which I intended to restore 
and exhibit.  Having lost the bid on the Original I 
had hoped to buy at the 2001 Red Power Auction, 
instead I bought my neighbor’s 1965 Cub Cadet 
70… and quickly caught “Yellow Fever” .  Today 
I have 13 Cub Cadets and one Cadet. 
 
 With the difference of opinion among 
collectors as to what qualifies as a restoration, I 
refer to my show tractors as 
Restored/Refurbished.  Five of my Cub Cadets 
have been R/R for exhibiting:  a 1961 Cub Cadet 
Original, a 1965 Cub Cadet 70, a 1965 Cub Cadet 
100, a 1970 Cub Cadet 147, and a 1974 Cub 
Cadet 169, of which only 5003 were 
manufactured.  I often display my Cub Cadets as 
working tractors with various attachments: plows, 
cart, dumpcart, and IH rear blade. 
 
 I have also refurbished a 1972 Cub Cadet 
149, my play tractor ‘The Intimidator’ , that I use 
for plowing and pulling events, and “Daisy” , a 
1977 80 Cadet that I converted into a ‘Cadet Built 
for Two’.   
 
 In the 1950’s, International Harvester 
painted several letter series tractors white, to be 
used as dealer’s demonstrators, but never made a 
demonstrator for any of the Cub Cadet tractors.   I 
am painting my current project (a 1962 CCO with 
creeper, 3 point, and fenders) white, as my version 
of a Cub Cadet Demonstrator.  My next project 
will be a rare Cub Cadet 800, one of only 2000 
produced. 
 
 My collection also includes a super garden 
tractor, the 982, which are hard to find, and an IH 
made 782.  Three of my tractors are still in 
service.  I use another 149 and a 1610 to mow on 
the farm where I first moved as a child, and a 
1527 to mow in Orion.  One other tractor shares 
space in my garage, a 1945 Farmall B with two 
seats that we use for parades and tractor-cades. 
 
 I will have six or seven of my Lawn & 
Garden Tractors on display at the 44th Annual 
Antique Engine & Tractor Association Show this 
September in Atkinson.  Please stop by to view 
my collection.  We can talk tractors…big or 
small! 
 
 
Editor’s note:  We welcome you Tom, as a new member of 
our club.  I look forward to seeing your collection at our 
Fall Show! 
 
 



FARM AND FLEET SHOW JULY 17 
 
The Geneseo Farm and Fleet store will sponsor an 
antique tractor show on July 17, from 10am to 4pm at 
their store on Chicago Street. (Highway 6 East)  All 
pre 1990 Lawn and Garden tractors and pre 1970 Ag 
tractors and equipment are welcome.  The display will 
include all makes and models, restored or unrestored.  
This will be a fun day with food, manufacturer reps, 
and store specials.  Come to the SE drive to unload. 
Trailer parking available.  See the enclosed flyer, or 
call Dave Carton (309-441-5915), or Larry Goodwin 
(309-944-2670) for more details.  
 
 
 

Family Event 
 
 

Our general meeting for July will be a family 
event on July 25 starting at 6:30 pm.  We will meet at 
Randy Stees’  farm to view and ride his 1/8th scale 
railway.  Randy is installing 1500’  of track around his 
place with switches, trestles, side tracks etc.  The 
engine is painted in Union Pacific colors and is 
modeled after the SW 1500 EMD.  It is powered by a 
5 hp engine with a hydrostatic drive which has plenty 
of power to give visitors an enjoyable ride around the 
place.  Randy will explain how he got started in this 
hobby, how he acquired the components, and more 
details on how it all works.  Cookies and lemonade 
will be provided.   

 
Randy’s home is located at 21793 E 1320 

Street on the west edge of Geneseo.  From Hammond 
Henry Hospital, go west on W Elk St 1.5 miles to 
1320 street.  Go right on 1320 .3 miles and the farm is 
on the LH side of the road.  We can park along the 
road. 

 
Randy Stees gives Bill and Scott Hitzhusen a ride on his 1/8th 
scale working railway. 

 
 

SPONSORS FOR 2005 SHOW 
 
 
For our Show this fall we have 57 sponsors who 
have contributed over $5500 cash plus $3000 in 
goods and services.  We really appreciate their 
help in making this annual event so very 
successful.  Please acknowledge this when you do 
business with them and take the opportunity to 
thank them.   Many thanks to Dave Carton for all 
his work in coordinating this effort. 
Major Sponsors 
Creative Images Center 
LGT News /Hapco Parts 
A.D. Huesing – Pepsi Products 
Little G Lawn & Garden Tractor Collector Club 
Wal-Mart 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Farmers Bank of Prophetstown 
Sieben Hybrids 
Geneseo Motors 
Edwards Ready Mix 
Autobody Direct 
Deere and Company 
Xylem LTD/Cutting stone 
Anchor Lumber 
Rexco BobCat QCA 
Home star Realty 
Show Flyer Sponsors:   
Bos Machine 
Bos Farm Repair 
Farm and Fleet 
Central Trust Bank 
Farm Credit 
Goodwin Insurance 
Miller Farm & Business 
Sponsor Board: 
Turpin Motors 
Gold Star FS Inc. 
Northwest Energy 
Goodrich Equipment 
Hatzer & Nordstrom Equipment 
Emma’s Bloomers Inc. 
American Express 
Black Hawk Foundation 
Deere Harvester Credit Union 
Wyffels Hybrids 
Thymet IPM Inc. 
D & D Machine Shop 
Michlig Agri Center Inc 
Placemat Sponsors:   
All in Stitches, Springfield Armory, Atkinson 
Grain and Fertilizer Inc, Becker and Becker, 
DeKezel Painting and Sandblasting, Crowe Ford 
Sales, Car Quest,  Mariman Auction, B & B 
Equipment,  Spensley Ins., Abraham’s Machine, 
Bob Norton Ins, Shabbona Creek RV, Sivco, DQ, 
Phoenix Restoration, Old Mill gardens, Jewel, 
Casey’s, Cattle Club, Purple Onion 
 



* ***BULLETIN BOARD****  
 

FOR SALE: Titan enclosed tandem trailer w/ brakes, inside 
lights, spare tire. $3000 firm.  Howard Pray (563-332-8882) 
 
FOR SALE:  ’99 Chevy truck, 4wd, bed liner.  Call Ron 
Jackson (309-658-2420) 
 
FOR SALE:  JD #71 corn sheller with drag.  Good 
operating condition.  Call Ron Miller (309-944-3156) 
 
FOR SALE:  Factory wide front end for Oliver 77, 88, 
Super 77 or Super 88.  Wheels and tires included.  Call 
Ernie Telkemeyer (309-441-5014) 
 
FOR SALE:  Parting out JD 1290 planter.  Markers, 
drawbar, press wheels, drive wheels, boxes, etc.  Good 
shape.  Ken Frisk (309-936-7330) 
 
FREE:  Classified ads for club members.  Your ad will run 
for three months unless notified otherwise. Send information 
to Tom Hitzhusen, 309-441-5720,  thomaseng@geneseo.net, 
 

* ***CLUB ACTIVITIES****  
   

JULY EVENTS 
 

Board Meeting:  Monday, July 11 at club grounds 
at 6:30pm. 
 
Family Event:  Monday, July 25 beginning 6:30pm  
at Randy Stees’  farm near Geneseo.    See and ride a 
1/8th scale railway.   
 
Farm and Fleet Show:  Sunday, July 17, Tractor 
exhibit at Geneseo Farm & Fleet store from 10:00 – 
4:00 
 
 

AUGUST EVENTS 
 
. 
Board Meeting:  Monday, August 1, at 6:30pm at 
show grounds. 
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***NEWS FROM OTHER CLUBS***  
  
28th Annual Bureau Valley Antique Club Ol’  Fashun 
Threshun days.  July 16 & 17 at Ohio, Illinois.  For 
information contact 815-498-2013 
 
World Wide Two-Cylinder Club Expo, July 14-16, at 
Northeast Iowa Community College, Peosta, Iowa. 
 
Deer Valley Collectors & Village of East Davenport Show 
on August 27 & 28.  Call Eileen Groth: 563-285-7009 
 

 
Antique Engine &  Tractor  Association, Inc. 
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Atkinson, IL  61235 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


