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 “Chuck’s Comments”

The tractor and engine show season is in full
swing.  The first show for me this year was held
next door in Hillsdale at the flea market.  This was
the easiest show I have ever participated in.  I could
drive three of the tractors across the parking lot.  It
was a good location for another reason.  We had
guests from Texas staying with us and they were
interested in a buggy.  All four of us went over
Sunday afternoon.  The Kellys looked at a nice
yellow buggy, I looked at tractors and Diane looked
through the flea market items.  The Kellys went
home with a buggy and Diane went home with a
rusty wheel barrow for flowers.  Something for
everyone!

Your board of directors met Monday night
to discuss the Swap Meet, look at the grounds and
work on plans for the fall show.  There is good and
bad news with the wire check row planted corn.
The good news is that a well attended
demonstration was held on Sat. May 20 under
sunny skies.  The bad news is that something has
gone along and eaten the corn at the time it
sprouted.  We now have less than 50 percent left.
We are considering planting the worst part into
sweet corn and we have declared open season on
the varmints eating our crops.  The majority of our
crops look very good with good stands and very
little competition from weeds and grass.  The
parking areas will be cut and baled as in years past.

Our Swap Meet attendance and vendor
numbers were down from the year before as can be
expected with cold rainy weather.  We did come out
with a profit and our vendors were happy with their
sales.  One in particular should be happy with his
sales as I had three tractors from Texas that needed
a lot of parts.  The board is considering making
changes to the Swap Meet to generate more local
interest and to better promote the preservation of
agricultural history.

Plans for the fall show are well under way
with additional tents and people movers spoken for.
Sponsors have been contacted to help offset the cost
of putting on the show with approximately
$10,000.00 promised so far.  Changes are being
made regarding parking, flea market location and
exhibitor entrance location.  These changes are
being made to better accommodate the growing
number of visitors and exhibitors.

Two items discussed concern documenting
the history of our club and setting up a committee to
look at long range plans for the club.  Input from
our members is needed in both areas.  If you have
pictures, old movies, memorabilia or other items
pertaining to the history of our club, we would like
to borrow them for a time in order to make copies.
If you have ideas regarding the future of this club or
would be willing to serve on a committee for the
purpose of long range planning, please contact a
board member.

Enjoy the summer and don’t get sunburned
looking at all the old machinery at the many shows
this season.

Chuck Bos,  President

FARM REPORT

Just a brief update on our club farming
project.  Of the 33 acres we rent from the City of
Atkinson, we plant 21 acres to crop to be used for
the harvesting demonstrations at the fall show.  Sale
of the crop also helps pay for our show.  This year
we put in 9.5 acres of corn, 8.5 acres of soybeans,
and 3 acres of oats with grass seed.  In addition we
harvest a hay crop from about 3 acres of ground
which is then used for parking during the show.  All
the crop has been planted this year and most of it is
looking very good at this time.

Tom Hitzhusen plants the soybeans at the club grounds with
Scott Lewis’ 4020 and 7000 planter.



The oats were donated by Sieben Hybrids
and the grass seed donated by CD Ford, and it was
planted on April 10 with a no-till 15’ drill provided
by Kevin Urick.  Short season Pioneer corn was
donated by Atkinson Grain and was planted on May
5 with a 4 row 38’ JD 7000 planter owned by Scott
Lewis.  Starter fertilizer and Aztec insecticide
donated by Hoopole Div of Atkinson Grain was
applied with the planter.  Herbicide was donated
and applied by FS.  We have an excellent stand of
24000 plants/acre.  The Pioneer soybeans (also
donated) were planted on May 6 with Scott’s
planter.   They also look very good at this time.

The last acre of corn was saved for a check
wire planting demonstration which was to be done
at the Swap meet.  However, weather prevented that
from happening so it was done the following week
on May 20.  Perry Bolhous planted this with his JD
290 planter set on 38’ rows.  15 people came to
advise and observe – mostly to advise!  It was a fun
day and the planter performed very well inspite of
all the free advice!  However about half of the plot
was destroyed by gophers/birds/moles so the stand
is poor.  There are enough plants to prove the cross
check worked, but the worst half of the plot has
been replanted and will be used for the ensilage
demo.

  Thanks to Perry Bolhous for an excellent
demonstration of check wire planting, and a big
thanks to Scott Lewis for his help and equipment
in working the ground and getting all the other
crops planted.

Perry Bolhous, uses  a 2 row check wire JD 290 planter to
plant corn under the watchful eye of several high priced
advisors!

SWAP MEET

Our annual Swap Meet on May 12 and 13
was a success.  We had 17 vendors register to sell
items and I did not hear anyone go away upset.  The

food was good, the fellowship was good, and a lot
of stories were told.  All areas made money
(kitchen, button sales, registration) and we sold over
$100 of stuff we cleaned out of storage above the
kitchen and office area. Income was $1209.25 and
expenses were $689.45.  Not bad for two days of
bad weather. The weather turned windy on
Thursday and the cold caught up with us on Friday
morning and stayed through Saturday.  Rain forced
us to cancel the planting demonstration, but we did
have several tractors hook up to the dyno for a
power test.  Next year we need more volunteers on
the weather committee.
Roger Mixer, Treasurer.

FORD TRACTORS 1918-1938
By Larry Gay

The first Fordson tractor for the U.S. market was
produced by the Henry Ford and Son Company in April
1918.  The Fordson name was cast into the top tank of
the radiator and the company name was embossed into
the end of the fuel tank. One researcher at the Henry
Ford Museum archives has found a 1916 agreement with
the Ford Motor Company (FMC) board of directors in
which Henry Ford agreed to not use only the Ford name
on the tractor.

The kerosene-burning Fordson tractor with its
four-cylinder Hercules engine, three-speed transmission,
and worm-gear final drive was rated as a 2-plow tractor.
The company rated it at 20 engine horsepower and its
official Nebraska rating was 6.06 drawbar horsepower
and 18.16 belt horsepower. It was painted light gray with
red wheels. The Fordson represented may advances in
tractor design with its cast iron unitized body with no
frame, an air washer to clean the incoming air to the
engine, clutch facings which ran in oil, and an enclosed
drive train.

In 1916 Henry Ford suspended all FMC
dividends to finance the construction of a huge factory
near the Rouge River that would turn iron ore into
completed products. The Dodge Brothers, who owned
ten percent of the FMC stock and had been receiving an
annual dividend of one million dollars, filed a lawsuit to
stop construction and force the payment of dividends.
While this matter was being resolved in the courts,
Henry Ford made his son Edsel the president of Ford
Motor Company  and he moved to California.

Soon Ford announced he was forming a new
company to build a lower cost car and tractor and didn’t
know what would become of the FMC. Although the
courts in February 1919 ruled the company had to pay
one-half of its profits as dividends, Ford’s tactics scared
the other stockholders into selling their stock and Henry
Ford became sole owner of the Ford Motor Company in



July 1919. The Henry Ford and Son Company was
folded into the FMC in 1920, but the Fordson name
continued for the tractor.

At the end of 1920 tractor production was
moved from the Dearborn tractor factory to the Rouge
factory. Also at this time Ford started building the
Fordson’s engine; and the original retail price of $750
was reduced to $625. However, the agriculture
depression which started in mid-1920 was limiting
tractor sales, so on January 22, 1922 Ford lowered the
price of the Fordson to $395. As a result of this low
price, production of the Fordson jumped to over 100,000
in 1923 and again in 1925. The Fordson captured 77
percent of the tractor market in 1923.

The Fordson tractor had a propensity to tip over
backwards due to its short wheelbase and hitch location.
Howard Simpson, a Ford engineer, developed a set of
fenders with strong frame members which prevented the
Fordson from tipping over and these became available in
1923. Other improvements for the Fordson developed by
Simpson included cast-iron front wheels to add weight to
the front of the tractor and improved ignition and engine
cooling systems. However, Henry Ford would not add
these improvements and by 1927 the dealers were
having difficulty selling the Fordson. In early 1928,
production of the Fordson in the U.S. was stopped after
building over 744,000 units from 1917 through 1928.

The English division of the FMC persuaded
Ford to let them build the Fordson tractor. The
improvements Simpson had proposed were adopted
along with a gasoline manifold, an increased engine
speed and a .12 inch larger bore. Now the engine was
rated at 30 horsepower and the color scheme was
changed to blue with orange wheels. Some of these
Fordsons N models were imported into the U.S. and
were sold as the “Improved Fordson.”

Howard Simpson continued designing tractors
for Henry Ford from 1928 through 1938, but almost all
of his work was stopped before it was completed and
replaced by another of Henry Ford’s ideas. However, he
did complete the design of a row-crop version of the
Fordson which was sold in the U.S. in 1937 and 1938 as
the Fordson All-Around.

Another completed project, which Simpson
didn’t like, was the one-wheel drive tractor with a single
front wheel and a third wheel which acted as an
outrigger. When it was tested by plowing in Georgia,
Simpson said they had to pile sand bags on the front and
the ride was similar to a row boat in a heavy sea. This
project was soon dropped along with a small standard-
tread tractor developed by Karl Schultz, a Ford engineer
working at Ford’s Fair Lane estate.

GENESEO TRACTOR SHOW

Larry Goodwin reports that all is go for the annual
Fathers Day show and parade to be held in
Geneseo on June 17 & 18.  The theme is “Sounds
from the past is music to our ears”.  Set up for the
tractor show will be on Friday June 16 in the north
end of the Main Geneseo City Park, and the parade
will be at 2:00pm on Sunday.  Be lined up and
ready to go at 1:00pm.  Sorry, no steel wheels.  All
colors of tractors, garden tractors and implements
are welcomed, restored or unrestored.  You are
welcome to unload and park trailers at Larry
Goodwin’s building on Stewart St. (West side of
town)  For more information contact Larry at 309-
944-2670.

FARM AND FLEET SHOW

The 2nd annual Farm and Fleet antique tractor
show will be held at the Geneseo Farm and Fleet lot
on Sunday, July 23, starting at 8:00am until
4:000pm.  Our club hosts this show.  On display
will be tractors and implements from 1900-1980,
lawn and garden tractors and attachments from
1960-1980, and hit and miss engines.  Exhibitors
who pre-register by July 1 are eligible for a door
prize.  No fee.  Flyers are available so each member
is encouraged to pick these up and distribute them
to help promote the show.    Contact Dave Carton,
309-441-5915, John DeReu, 309-944-6118, or
Russell Gray, 309-949-2491.

HENRY COUNTY FAIR SHOW

A new feature at the Henry County Fair this year
will be an antique tractor show scheduled for
Sunday, June 25.  Exhibitors will receive a free pass
to the Fair for the day plus a small gift.  Enter at the
north gate anytime after 7:00am. All makes and
colors of tractors and implements are welcomed.
Our club members are encouraged to participate
along with other area clubs.  For more information
contact  Gabe Anderson, 309-230-5048, or Ernie
Telkemeyer, 309-441-5014.

                   ***********************

MEMBERSHIP:  Our club continues to grow in
numbers – we now have 169 members which is up
from 143 last year.  Dues have remained at $20
while services and activities have increased.  If you
have a friend who would like to get in on the fun,
contact Roger Mixer at 309-792-2416.



****BULLETIN BOARD****

FOR SALE: 1992 Chev K2500, 8650GVW, no rust.
Engine, tranny, radiator, brakes, rotors, tires all new within
last 15,000 miles.  Goose neck hitch & brake controller.
Ready to pull. $6000.   Larry Goodwin (309-944-2670 in
eve.)

FOR SALE:  Topper for 8’ PU box.  Bed liner.  Chrome
wheel covers for dually truck.  Ron Jackson (309-658-2420)

FOR SALE:  ’49 Oliver 77 NF, overhauled, new paint,
good rubber.  $2800.  Call C. D. Eyrich  (815-537-2195)

FOR SALE:  Rare early ’64 #70 Cub Cadet with original
Square Two blade and factory mounted 38” deck.  S/n
90522.  Call Larry Klawes (262-723-4560 or 492-0333)

FREE:  Classified ads for club members.  Your ad will run
for three months.  Send ad information to Tom Hitzhusen,
24762 Hazelwood West Rd, Geneseo, IL 61254, 309-441-
5720,  thomaseng@geneseo.net,

****CLUB ACTIVITIES****

JUNE EVENTS

Geneseo Parade:  June 17 & 18, Father’s Day
tractor show and parade, Geneseo city park.  See
article in this newsletter for more details.

Henry County Fair show: Sunday, June 25,
tractor show at the Henry County Fair.  See article in
this newsletter for more details.

JULY EVENTS

Board meeting:   Monday, July 10 at 6:00 at the
show grounds.

Geneseo Farm & Fleet Show:  Tractor Show on
Sunday July 23 from 8:00am-4:00pm at the Geneseo
store.  See flyer in this newsletter for more details.
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***NEWS FROM OTHER CLUBS***

June 16 &17, Two-Cylinder Expo XVI, Amana Colonies.

June 29, 30 & 31, JD Collectors Center 6th Annual auction,
tractor show and tractor ride, at Deere & Co Headquarters.
(800-240-5265)

July 4, tractor show sponsored by the Francis Park
Foundation at the park located off highway #78 south of
Johnson State Park.  Starts at 9:30am.  Contact Ruth
Neuleib for info.  309-856-8096.
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