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 “ Chuck’s Comments”  
 

Diane and I got back on July 13 from a very 
hot and dry vacation in Oklahoma, Texas, New 
Mexico, Colorado and Kansas.  When we got home 
we found that Illinois had the very same weather all 
the time we were gone and now that we have been 
back 2 weeks, all we have had is more of the same.  
I am ready for summer to end. 
 We visited the new Lincoln Museum in 
Springf ield, IL and we would recommend it for all 
ages.  The exhibits include Lincoln memorabilia, 
reconstructed buildings and rooms along with at 
least 2 multi-media presentations.  We were parked 
in a 2 hour parking spot and had to hurry to get 
through all of it in that time.  A full day could be 
spent in that area of Springfield visiting all of  the 
historic sites. 
 Another high-light of our trip was the time 
we spent at the Oklahoma City Bombing Museum 
and Memorial Park.  The museum does an excellent 
job giving visitors the feel of the chaos and 
destruction caused by the bombing.  The museum is 
housed in a building located across the street from 
the location of the bombed Federal Building and 
examples of the damage are preserved in the 
building.  A recording of the bomb going off is part 
of the museum tour along with photographs, video 
and personal effects from the bombed building.  We 
returned the next evening to see the memorial park 
illuminated.  It is a very moving experience to see 
the chairs for each victim lit up.  Visiting the 
museum may help us understand the facts of the 
bombing but it does not help us understand why this 
senseless loss of life took place. 
 The rest of our vacation was spent visiting 
friends, looking at tractor collections, riding trains, 
hiking, visiting museums and driving.  We both had 
a very good time. 
 Your board of directors has been busy 
making plans for our fall show and as always there 
is much to do.  The board voted to keep the acres 
we have and avoid paying even higher rent.  We are 
also looking at prices to fence the grounds in and 
we will be needing help when the time comes to 
install the fence.  Our 2 club activities for July were 
well attended and further information can be found 
in this newsletter. 
 Keep your cool this summer while attending 
and exhibiting at old iron shows. 
   
 
Chuck Bos, President, AE&TA, Inc. 
  

 
GENESEO FARM AND FLEET SHOW  

 
We had an excellent display of tractors of all 

colors and sizes at the Geneseo Farm and Fleet store 

parking lot on Sunday, July 17.  This is the first 
time the Geneseo store has hosted a tractor show so 
it was good to see such a large turn out - especially 
considering the temperature was in the high 90’s 
and the fact that several other community events 
were scheduled that same day.   The display 
included 66 Ag tractors, 36 lawn and garden 
tractors, 18 implements, 1 R/V engine, 1 antique 
bicycle, and one 1880 goat wagon. 
 The drawing for a $25 gift certificate went 
to Bob Steele.  Also, several exhibitors received gift 
certificates for paint and T-shirts.  Thanks to all the 
folks that helped with parking and registration, and 
also to all the collectors who brought in the very 
nice displays.  I would like to also give a special 
thanks to my wife, Cher, who for the past 8 months 
has put up with all the calls and the time spent on 
this show plus the big one coming up in September. 

 If this show is any indication of the kind of 
stuff we will see in September we are going to have 
one fantastic show.   Thanks again for all your 
support. 
Dave Carton, Event Coordinator. 

 
A few of the tractors and implements on display at the Farm 
and Fleet show on July 17.  The impressive exhibit included 
66 tractors, 18 implements, and 36 garden tractors with a 
good variety of makes and models. 



The following note was received by Farm & Fleet regarding 
the tractor show. 
 
Dear Sir, 
This note is to thank you for your involvement in 
the tractor show that was held this past Sunday.  We 
were on the way home from the big tractor pull in 
Henry, Illinois and made a swing thru Geneseo to 
get a few things at Farm and Fleet.  Although it was 
already pretty warm at 11:30, I looked at all the 
machines on hand.  What a fine lineup indeed!  
Hopefully our schedule will coincide next year and 
we can stop again.  Again, thank you for your 
involvement in the show and I hope it was 
financially beneficial to your store.  Everyone I 
talked to on site was very enthusiastic about it. 
 
Jim and Karen Anderson, Monticello, Iowa. 
P.S.  My wife went in the store and made about 
$100 worth of purchases while I enjoyed the show 
outside. 
 
 
Thank you to Troy and Tami Waller, owners of 
Interstate Fencing and Guard Rail Co. for making 
their property available for use by our club during 
the Geneseo Tractor Show. 
 
 
 

Cutting Oats the Old Way 
By 

Tom Hitzhusen 

 
I van Wildemuth and Don Buysse check out the club’s binder 
earlier in July in preparation for oat harvest. 
 

For 40 years now the old John Deere binder 
has reliably cut the oats for the club’s show in the 
fall and once again it performed its magic without a 
glitch.  It was acquired by the club in 1965 to cut 
the oats for the show at Ron Miller’s farm and has 
been used every year since.  The machine was 
pulled out of its storage spot in the Saw Building, 

canvases were installed, wear points were lubed, a 
ball of twine was loaded and strung though the 
knotter, and a test cut was made to insure 
everything still worked.  A few days later the oats 
were ready to cut, so on one of the hottest days in 
July a crew went to work on the 3 acres of crop.  
(Why is it that oats need to be shocked and hay 
baled on the hottest days of the year?) The oats 
were clean, fully headed, and standing well.  Ron 
Miller said it was one of our best oat crops.  Since 
the crop was dry and weed free, we loaded the 
bundles onto racks rather than go to the extra work 
of building shocks.  Four big full racks were loaded.  
By the time the last bundles were pitched 12’  up to 
top the last rack, the crew was convinced they had 
done at least 300 acres.  The front hitch on the H 
proved useful when backing the racks into tight 
quarters in the storage buildings.  Aeration fans 
were connected to perforated tubes buried in the 
middle of the loads to complete the job. 

In September, the racks will be pulled along 
side the threshing machine and all these bundles 
will again be hand pitched into the throat of this big 
hungry steam-engine-driven thresher to demonstrate 
for the visitors how it used to be done.  And the 
threshing crew that helped with all this hard manual 
labor will have the satisfaction of a job well done – 
while at the same time thinking to themselves, “ The 
combine was a wonderful invention!” .   

Thanks to Ron Miller, Ivan &  Keith 
Wildemuth, Don Buysse, Nick, Shane, and Jacob 
Miller, Dick Zobrist, Gerry Frimml, Roger Mixer, 
and Scott Hitzhusen for their persistence and 
perspiration in completing this task. 

 
 
 

AUCTION RESULTS 
 

 
Results from the Jim Forbes auction on June 25 
near Hanna city, Illinois. 

 
1958 JD 530, no 3 pt…………………….….$5250 
Rare Keck Gonnerman 30-60 Model N…..$15,000 
1966 JD 2510, gas, nf, syncro………………$4500 
1966 JD 4020 D, WF, syncro, repainted……$6200 
1941 IH O-4 Orchard, repainted…………….$2500 
1931 JD GP, original, ran ok………………..$4250 
1953 Ford Golden Jubilee, restored…………$3400 
1958 JD 420T, PS, new tires……………......$4700 
1953 Oliver 88 D, NF, original……………..$3400 
1966 JD 110 with deck………………………$250 
1964 AC D-17 Series 4, WF, 3 Pt…………..$4900 
1958 MF 50, pwr adj whl, 3 pt……………...$2800 
1946 MH 20 cpt, restorable………………….$900 
1948 AC G with electric grader blade………$1300 
1950 AC WD with mower…………………..$1000 
1957 AC WD 45, WF, Pwr Adj Rears………$1800 
1953 Farmall Super M, painted, wts……..…$3000 



MODEL RAILROADING 
 
 
 Our general meeting on July 25 was a very 
interesting time at Randy Stees’  farm learning about 
his hobby of model railroading.  Randy and his 
fellow collectors Duane Schultz from Moline, and 
Laurence Johnson from Princeton, IL. did an 
excellent job of describing how their toys work, 
how they got started with the hobby, how they built 
the machines, and some of the costs associated with 
collecting and maintaining a 1/8 scale railroad.  We 
were then given a chance to ride and drive the 
machines around the 1000’  of track Randy has 
installed so far at his place.  All of the 25 members 
in attendance seemed to enjoy the program and 
most took advantage of the opportunity to ride and 
drive.   

 
Duane Schultz, Randy Stees, and Laurence Johnson 
describing how the tracks are formed and assembled. 
 
 
 All three presenters made a point of the 
importance of maintaining accurate scale to 
preserve authenticity.  For example the track is an 
extruded aluminum which is in the same shape as a 
heavy gage rail and is available for $.60 per foot.  It 
is attached to treated 2 X 2 ties with stainless steel 
screws.  The track spacing is 7.5 inches. 
Establishing a good bed to support the rails is just as 
important to the modelers as to the big ones.  A 
completed track will cost about $5/foot for 
materials.  As is true for most hobbies, there is a 
great deal of labor required and the wage rate is 
very low! 
 
 The cars are also hand built, but the trucks 
are available for $300/ pair and the couplers for 
$20/ pair.  A flat car will sell for approximately 
$1100.    An engine will fetch $5000-10,000 if you 
can find one. 
 
 
 

Randy Stees drives his 1/8 scale Union Pacific switch engine 
over the trestle he built in the back yard.  The admiring 
riders (or hobos who caught a free ride! ) are l-r, Dave 
Carton, John DeRue, Don Buysse, and Neil West.  The little 
5 hp engine had no problem towing this ‘major’  load. 
 
 Randy’s engine is powered by a 5 hp Honda 
with a hydrostatic transmission coupled by chain 
drives to the wheels.  It is very smooth and can tow 
6 adults around the course effortlessly.  Laurence 
demonstrated his model work crew car complete 
with a hand built working crane.  Duane fired up his 
model steam engine and chugged around the track 
just like the big ones – complete with smoke, sound, 
and a whistle. 
 It was a very informative program presented 
by very knowledgeable collectors.  Our thanks to 
Randy, Duane, and Laurence for hosting this 
enjoyable meeting. 
 
 

OTHER CLUB BUSINESS 
 
An inquiry was made to the Atkinson Village 
Trustees regarding the possibility of expanding our 
club grounds.  We have decided to continue at least 
for another year with the present lease which covers 
the 33 acres we presently use. 
 
A permanent fence will be installed around part of 
the club grounds and the parking area will be 
revised to eliminate parking along the road on the 
west side.  One or more work days will be 
scheduled before the show. 
 
The Fall Show requires a lot  of help from a lot of 
people.  We need volunteers for  each of the 
following areas:  K itchen, Dining Room, Flea 
Market, Threshing, Displays, Plowing, Parking, 
Office, Restrooms, and Sawmill.  Please let a 
board member  know where you will help.  Don’ t 
assume someone else will do it.  Contact any of 
the board members listed on the last page.  We 
need your  help to make this a successful show! 
 
 



****BULLETIN BOARD****  
 

FOR SALE: Titan enclosed tandem trailer w/ brakes, inside 
lights, spare tire. $3000 firm.  Howard Pray (563-332-8882) 
 
FOR SALE:  Fiberglass topper for 8’  bed.   Liner for 8’  
bed.  Wheel covers for Chevy duel wheel.  10 hog farrowing 
crates.  2 hyd cylinders for a loader for a Farmall H.  Call 
Ron Jackson (309-658-2420) 
 
FOR SALE:  JD #71 corn sheller with drag.  Good 
operating condition.  Call Ron Miller (309-944-3156) 
 
FOR SALE:  Factory wide front end for Oliver 77, 88, 
Super 77 or Super 88.  Wheels and ti res included.  Call 
Ernie Telkemeyer (309-441-5014) 
 
FOR SALE:  1959 JD 630 Std - $7800; 1953 JD 50 - 
$2600:  1937 JD AR -$2500; these 3 tractors are all good 
running and original.  Also, restored 1959 JD 530 with 3 pt - 
$7200.  E-mail or call Neil West for additional info and 
pictures.   563-332-5501.  nlwest@mchsi.com 
 
FREE:  Classified ads for club members.  Your ad will run 
for three months unless notified otherwise. Send information 
to Tom Hitzhusen, 309-441-5720,  thomaseng@geneseo.net, 
 

****CLUB ACTIVITIES****  
   
 
 

AUGUST EVENTS 
 

Board Meeting:  Monday, Aug 1 at club grounds at 
6:30pm. 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 
 
. 
Board Meeting:  Monday, September 8, at 6:30pm 
at show grounds. 
 
Work Day:  To be scheduled – more info in the next 
newsletter. 
 
Fall Show:  44th Annual Fall Show Sept 16, 17, &  18 
at club show grounds at Atkinson, I llinois.  The feature 
will be garden tractors.  Thresherman’s dinner will be 
Friday night Sept 16, 5-7 PM. 
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***NEWS FROM OTHER CLUBS***  
  
East Moline Harvest Fest, 19 & 20 August, tractor show on 
the 20th, 9:00-4:00, 15th Ave. E Moline.  Call Tony 
Banaszek:  563-349-6175. 
 
Deer Valley Collectors & Village of East Davenport Show 
on August 27 & 28.  Call Eileen Groth: 563-285-7009 
 
Bradford Working Tractor Jamboree, Sept 5, pre ’76 
tractors, parade and prizes.  897-8320. 

 
 
Antique Engine &  Tractor Association, Inc. 
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