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“Chuck’s Comments”

We are back from our vacation out west and
we had some “interesting” weather and experiences.
During our 4 days spent in Moab, UT they had 2.5
inches of rain. 2 inches of it came at one time in
about 45 minutes while we sat in a Ford Excursion
after all day in Arches National Park. The road we
were taking was closed while they graded the mud
off the road. Several streets in Moab were damaged
as they have no storm sewers. Our campground
about a third of the sites under water. Pumps ran
until 11:00 that night to remove the water from the
campground, after having watered the grass the day
before. 2.5 inches may not seem like much rain to
us in the Midwest, but it was about 1/3 of their
annual rainfall. Durango, CO had rain 5 days in a
row before we arrived with road construction
projects all stopped because of the mud. It was
quite a change from a couple of years ago when we
watched the forest fires from Durango.

Our trip then changed from scenery to
antique tractors as we visited friends in Pueblo, CO
with a large field of “valuable” pieces. They took
us around to two other collectors in Pueblo; one had
a very nice collection of motorcycles and the other
with a collection of anything old. Our next stop
was to pick up tractor parts in western Kansas in
100-degree heat. The next day we visited the
“World’s Largest Ball Of Twine” in Cawker City,
KS and drove all day in 100(§J|US temperatures. As
always, a good time was had by all. (At least some
of the time

| trust everyone has their Ford equipment
ready for our Fall Show. We will be featuring Ford
tractors along with a special emphasis on “youth
restored” equipment. e will have the first place
chapter entry in the Chevron National FFA Tractor
Restoration Contest. This tractor was restored by
students in Cotton Center, TX and some of the
students will be present to represent their project.

New for this year will be a “Store” with
calendars, mugs, hats and other items for sale.
Consignments, as well, can be left with Larry
Goodwin. Other changes for this year will be a
new exhibitor's entrance at the North end of the
show grounds, a day of youth activities on Sat., and
we will have “3D Sound” doing our announcements
including the parade and antique tractor pull.

_— h0|oe you are as excited as we are about our
45" Annual Show September 15-17.

Chuck Bos, President, AE&TA, inc.

45" ANNUAL SHOW

Want to be agart of historyThen come join in the
fun at our 45 Annual Working Farm Show on

ad September 15, 16, & 17 at the club grounds in

Atkinson. See the enclosed show brochure for
details about the show and directions to our site.
This is one of the oldest antique farm shows of its
kind in the U.S. Our 33 acre site includes 21 acres
of crop (corn, soybeans & oats) used for harvest
demonstrations, plus 12 acres of grass for parking,
displays, food stands, youth tractor rodeo, flea
market etc. Members and exhibitors will receive 2
free passes at the gate, and all others will receive a
ass for $5 — good for all 3 days of shows. Farmers
reakfast will be served beginning at 6:00AM.
Engines, tractors, %arden tractors, and implements
of all makes and colors are welcomed in the display
area. We encourage you to bring an item along for
display. Ford is the featured tractor this year.

DON'T MISS THE TRAIN!

A new attraction for our show this year is a
assenger train double headed by steam
ocomotives. On Saturday, Sept 16 the train will
board in Rock Island at 9:00AM and travel to

Atkinson where passengers can debark at 11:00 AM
to see our show. You will be picked up by people
movers pulled by antique tractors and given a tour



of the show activities. The train will stop back at
3:00PM to board for the return trip to Rock Island.
Cost is only $59 round trip for coach and this
includes a pass to the show. Only 62 tickets will be
available on a first come basis so get your
reservations in quickly. Tickets can be purchased
from the Chamber of Commerce office in Geneseo
(944-2686), the Quad Cities Convention & Visitors
Bureau (800-747-7800) or ordered online at
www.visitquadcities.com The timing and theme of
this trip Is a perfect match with our antique working
farm show. All aboard!!
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. Members are asked to donate
2 pies. Please bring them to the
kitchen Friday or Saturday.

FORD TRACTORS 1953-1963
By Larry Gay

Editor's note: This is the fourth and final article of a series
written by Larry for our newsletter which outlines the history
of the Ford tractor and The Ford Tractor Company. Larry is
the author of “A Guide to Ford, Fordson, and New Holland
Tractors, 1907-1999”. Our thanks to Larry for providing this
excellent review of the tractor which is featured at ouf' 45
Annual Show this year.

In January 1953, the Ford NAA tractor was
introduced as the replacement for the Ford 8N and was
built for two years. Since 1953 was the 50-year
anniversary for the Ford Motor Company, the tractors
built in '53 had a round emblem on the front of the hood
which identified the tractor as the “Golden Jubilee
Model”. The NAA tractors built in 1954 were identical
except for the wording on the emblem.

The 2-plow NAA continued the “4-wheel
stability with row-crop capability” configuration that has
come to be known as a utility-type tractor. However, the
wheelbase was lengthened by four inches and the size of
the engine was increased to 134 cubic inches, an 11%
increase over the 120 cubic inches in the 8N. The other
major change was in the hydraulic system which became
a live system, because the pump was now driven by the
engine, plus some other changes required by the
settlement of the Ferguson lawsuit. A live PTO system
was optional, but it was a hydraulically actuated unit
which was expensive and very few were sold. The NAA
model continued the color scheme of the 8N with a red
body and gray hood, fenders, and wheels.

In late 1954, Ford started building two models of
utility tractors in the U.S. for the first time. The 600

series used the NAA's 134-cubic-inch engine, but
weighed about 300 pounds more. A new model
numbering system used a different number for each
option. For example, the 640 had a 4-speed
transmission, the 650 had a 5-speed, and the 660 had a
5-speed with a live PTO. The new live PTO system was
controlled by the clutch pedal. The halfway position
stopped only the travel of the tractor and the down
position stopped both the travel and the PTO. The 800
series was rated as a 3-plow tractor with a 172-cubic-
inch engine, but otherwise was similar to the 600 series.

In the spring of 1955, Ford introduced the 700
and 900 series of tricycle tractors with two closely
spaced front wheels and 28 inches of clearance under the
rear axle. Now Ford had tractors for the farmer who
preferred a mid-mounted cultivator or wanted to use a
mounted corn picker. The 700 was the tricycle version
of the 600series and the 900 corresponded to the 800
series.

Increasing power, revised styling, and new
names were the features of the “new for 1958” models.
The 600 and 700 series became the 601 and 701
“Workmaster” series with a red hood in combination
with a gray grill, fenders, and wheels. The
“Powermaster” series included the new 801 and 901
models with red bars over the gray grill plus a wide red
stripe down the top of the gray hood. The increased
power was obtained by increasing the compression ratios
and the two sizes became 2-3 plow and 3-4 plow
tractors.

Dwight Emstrom’s 1959 Gold Demonstrator Ford 981

In February 1959, Ford introduced the Select-O-
Speed transmission, the first full powershift. It provided
10 forward speeds, two in reverse, and a park position.
It used four planetary gearsets in series, three
hydraulically operated brake bands, and three
hydraulically operated clutch packs to provide on-the-go
shifting without the use of a clutch. The dealers used
gold-painted tractors to demonstrate the Select-O-Speed
transmission, but the early units suffered from design
problems, manufacturing variations, and the lack of



dealer knowledge about service procedures. Eventually,
the problems were solved and the Select-O-Speed
became a successful transmission.

Ford introduced the 6-cylinder, diesel-powered
6000 model in March 1961 with a red and gray paint
scheme. This 5-plow model produced 66 PTO
horsepower at the Nebraska Test Station and featured the
Select-O-Speed transmission, a closed-center hydraulic
system with an accumulator, disc brakes, power steering,
and a choice of three front-wheel configurations. A
gasoline engine was soon added, but production of the
6000 started before all the problems were solved. First
there was a factory update kit for the engine, then one
for the hydraulics, and then one for the final drive.
However, the tractors were recalled before the third kit
was shipped. The owner had his choice of having his
tractor rebuilt or exchanging it for a new one with adl th
improvements. The exchanged tractors were rebuilt and
sold as remanufactured tractors. All of the tractors with
the improvements were painted blue with a white hood,
fenders, and wheels and produced 3.5 less horsepower
with a reduced rated engine speed when retested at
Nebraska.
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WOw, WHAT A SHOW
By Dave Carton

Our 2% annual Farm & Fleet show was held
on Sunday July 23. Seventy-six exhibitors brought
a total of 125 pieces of tractors and equipment (all
colors), hit and miss engines with working displays,
lawn "and garden tractors, some John Deere
bicycles, and even some antique cars. Ch 4 News
videotaped the event including hit and miss engines,
Curt Jacobs hand starting his JD model D, and Rich
Lund starting his electric start 720 Diesel. Some of
the footage was shown on the news that evening.

Ron Fisher shows Mahlon Love his newly restored JD 530,
one of 125 exhibits at the Geneseo Farm & Fleet Show.

_ The spectators really seemed to enjoy the
big variety of equipment on display. Laura Drumm,
the store manager, said the store sales were great
just like last year, and they are already making plans
for next year's show. She announced the winners of
the special door prize drawing for those who
preregistered: Joe Dennison, %50 gift card and

oody bag; Mort Swanson, Key bibs and goody

ag; Dick Zobrist, rubber boots and goody bag; and
Duke Ballard, Carhart thermos and $10 gift card.
Other prizes were awarded from some of the
vendors, and all exhibitors that were on hand
received a goody bag of items from Farm & Fleet.
As one of the sponsors of our fall show, Farm &
Fleet will have a booth so plan to stop by and see
them — they will have more prizes at that time.

Thanks to Troy and Tami Waller for the use
of their lot, and Geneseo Farm & Fleet and their
employees for the prizes, food stand, and support.
A very special thanks to all who helped me before,
during and after the show. And thanks to all
exhibitors who brought in their displays which
made this show the great success it was. Thanks
again for your help and support.

Thanks to Dave Carton, John
organizing and

Editor's note:
DeReu, and Russ Gray for
coordinating this successful event.

HENRY COUNTY FAIR

We had 15 ag tractors and 10 or 12 garden
tractors and 2 plows on display at the Henry
County Fair on June 25. There was a good crowd
in the grandstand for the parade on a beautiful
rainfee day. Everyone had a good time and enjoyed
the parade. This was a new event for the Fair and |
believe they will ask us back next year.

Ernie Telkemeyer

FARMER'S DINNER

The Farmer’s Dinner will be Friday September 16

at 6:00PM. The 150 tickets will be sold in advance
— no tickets available at the door. Cost is $15 for
adults, $8 for ages 7-12, and under age 7 are free.
Includes all you can eat, dessert, and live music.
Contact any board member to order your tickets.

Work Days

Work Days at the show grounds are scheduled for
September 11-14, from 1:00PM until dark each day.
Projects include fence building, rest room repairs,
electrical wiring, water filter installation, and
sawmill upgrade We need your help



****BULLETIN BOARD****

FOR SALE: 1992 Chev K2500, 8650GVW, no rust.

Engine, tranny, radiator, brakes, rotors, tires all new it

****CLUB ACTIVITIES* ™ **
SEPTEMBER EVENTS

30ard meeting: Monday, Sept. 11 at 6:00PM

last 15,000 miles. Goose neck hitch & brake controller.
Ready to pull. $4650.Larry Goodwin (309-944-2670 in
eve.)

the show grounds.

Work Days: Sept. 11-14, 1:00PM until dark

FOR SALE: Camper for 8’ PU boxRon Jackson (309-

show grounds to get ready for Fall Show.
Annual Show: 45" Annual Show, Sept 15, 16,

658-2420)

FOUND: Crank for antique tractor on Route 6 after Far|
& Fleet Show. Call Ernie Telkemeyef309-441-5014)

17, a& Atkinson show grounds.

M

OCTOBER EVENTS

Board meeting: Monday, Oct 2, 6:00PM, at Chuck

Bos home.

FREE: Classified ads for club members. Your ad will
for three months. Send ad information to Tom Hitzh

General Meeting: General membership meet

24762 Hazelwood West Rd, Geneseo, IL 61254, 30
5720, thomaseng@geneseo.net

unday, October 15 beginning at 2PM at

of new board members.
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2006 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT: Chuck Bos............... 2309)944 2
VICE PRESIDENT: Neil West...... 63)332-5E
SECRETARY: Larry Goodwm ....... 309)944-2¢
TREASURER: Roger Mixer.. ..(309)792-2¢

EDITOR: Tom Hitzhusen............ 53092441-57

FEATURE: Carol Ann Wells....... 309)935-60

DIRECTORS: Ed Mayhew, Dick Zobrist,
Rich McNeill

Web site: www.atkinson-engine-tractor-assoc.com

**NEWS FROM OTHER CLUBS***

§thember 2, Erie Car and Tractor Show, 9:00AM-3:00
Erie main street. Contact Lyle Wirth, 309-945-2320.

ctober 7, Country Tractor Ride, leave Hillsdale Flea

arket at 10:00, buffet dinner at Cordova Farmer’s Tah
12:00. Min. speed 10 MPH. Contact Lenzy Stickler (30
523-2744 or 314-1649) or Dick Black (309-658-2273) b
September 15.
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